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formal education & certifications
Journalism & Public Administration, BA (Miami University) 
Public Policy and Administration, MPA (Ohio State) 
Good Clinical Practices Certificate (2020) 
Health Information Management (HIMT) Certificate (2011) 
Master’s in Social Work (Cleveland State, 2025) 
Certified Animal-Assisted Intervention Specialist (2024) 

consulting practice (PHCC, LLC, 1999 - )
Co-Author, Therapy Dogs in Schools (2024-2025). Co-
developed a protocol integrating best practices for safe & 
effective implementation of therapy dog programs in K-12 
schools; forthcoming March 2026, Purdue University Press. 
Purple Skies Farm, LLC, contractor (2023-2024) 
Development of agrotourism business plan, grant applications 
(Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure, Farm to School) 
Ohio Farm to School, NEO Regional Coordinator (contractor), 
Early Care and Education Initiative (2022- 2023).  Connected 
early care and education organizations (ECE) with local farmers 
to increase access to healthy food in ECE settings. 
National Committee on Quality Assurance, (contractor; 
2021-22).  Content creation for NCQA national webinar (1,000 
participants) on the Behavioral Health Quality Framework, final 
report, and  grant application to improve BH network access. 
New York University, Department of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry (July 2012-Nov 2021), IDEAS Center 
Communications Director. Responsible for grant-writing and 
internal and external communications products for $6.8 million 
NIH-funded advanced research center. 
Columbia University, Department of Psychiatry and NYS 
Research Foundation for Mental Health (2008-2012) 
Communications Specialist. Writer/editor for NIH-funded 
developing center and senior grant writer and editor obtaining 
NIH and AHRQ research funding. 
*See www.phcc4betterhealth.com for PHCC clients 1999-2008.

referrals
- Serene Olin, PhD,  Principal, Health Management Associates, Inc. 
(solin@healthmanagement.com); longest-standing PHCC, LLC client 
(1999-2022; work included U.S. Surgeon General report, Columbia & NYU 
research teams and National Committee on Quality Assurance.  
- Jennie Dapice, PhD,  OTR/L, Assistant Professor, University of New 
England (jdapice@une.edu); co-author of forthcoming Therapy Dogs in 
Schools: An Evidence-Based Protocol (March 2026), aimed at improving 
the safety, efficacy, and effectiveness of these programs in K-12 schools. 
- Carol Smathers, MPH, Assistant Professor, Ohio State University 
(smathers.14@osu.edu). Director, Ohio Farm-to-School Program, focused 
on equitable access to fresh food for all Ohio youth.

social work field experiences (2021-2025)

employment  (1993-1999)
National Institute of Child Health and Development, NIH,    

Public Affairs Specialist 
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, NIH,  
	 Technology Transfer Specialist 
National Institute of Health (NIH), Office of the Director, 

Presidential Management Fellow, Class of 1993

publications: ORCID ID: Robin Peth-Pierce Publications 
Published in: Animals, The Routledge International Handbook on Animal 
Assisted Interactions, Interventions, and Anthrozoology; International 
Journal of Mental Health Systems, American Psychologist, Psychiatric 
Services, J of Child & Family Studies, J of Autism & Developmental 
Disorders, J of the Am Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 
Applied Developmental  Science, Vet Sciences, Purdue University Press -  
New Directions in the Human-Animal Bond Series (forthcoming 2026)

W

invited boards /coalitions
OSU Farm to School, Early Care & Education Coalition (2022-) 
 - Advise ECE coalition from small farmer, ag education/4-H perspective, 
on uptake of farm-to-school program in early care & education settings 
The Full Life Center, LLC, Board of Directors (2022) 
 - Outreach and Partnership Program to assist in development of pooled 
special needs trust program for youth and young adults with disabilities.   
International Association of Veterinary Social Work (2020-2022) 
 - Director, Fundraising and Development & Partnerships; facilitated 
partnership with the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 

Robin Peth-Pierce, MPA, MSW, C-AAIS

- MICRO LEVEL. Gaitway High School / Fieldstone Farm. Conducted 
school-based social work (groups/individual/PBL); implementation of 
clinical trial, Reining in Anxiety, an adaptive riding (equine) intervention. 
- MEZZO LEVEL. Neighborhood Pets Outreach & Resource Center. 
Created & deployed a survey of pet owners’ human needs and 
deployed survey on impact of pets on human’s mental/physical health; 
developed policy and practice strategies to meet human needs and 
advance goals of Neighborhood Pets, including national award. 
- MACRO LEVEL. PATS Protocol Development.  Co-authored & 
published research-based protocol to increase the safe and effective 
implementation of therapy dog programs in K-12 schools.

Seasoned public health communications professional with expertise in science writing and communications 
(i.e., manuscripts, book chapters, grant proposals, clinical trial materials, website design and development, 
internal communications) and program development and implementation.  Skilled at leveraging resources 
to build organizational partnerships and program across the human services and agricultural and animal 
welfare sectors to promote family well-being, positive youth development, and community resilience.  I 
have contributed directly to positive youth development as a decade-long Ohio State University Extension 
4-H Volunteer, teaching youth how to meet their needs for belonging, mastery, and independence.
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